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! : MEMORANDULY FOR THIE PR ECTOR

i SUBJECT: NVYN Civilian Cagualty Flpares and Metbodoloay : i

. This ig an addendum to the 4 April CRR smemo on casualtice in
North Vietnas:, Tho other oo Was writien o that 4p could by passed to
Senator Symington, if you cannot avoid wiving ki, plocs of Maper. Thig
menso in for your backgroung infors.ation only, i

2., The casualty estir.aten in the CRR Mwanorandum are g combing -
tion ! indopendently derivag ClA estiniates, gng BI& estinates refingg by :
CLA analyaty, The estirates of the civillan and silitacy cusualtieg rosulting :
fro.. attacks on fixod tavgots ang the military ca&u.llti\aéﬂm\ultink‘g froms sarial
x-cm:‘.naiaxmncag&@l@%.n\tﬂ\\wi{ghted by C14 T

| The estimatos of eiv illan casualtics maimumﬁiw/
- Teconnaivsance are strictly CIA estiinates, aince DIA rnakes no attonipt to
eBt 2t these casualtiog, '

25X1 [

%« The major differences betwoen CIA and DIA esifrcates ars aa i

follov:g; |
i
aj DIA eatiniatos of casuzltics resulting from Attacks on ;
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il Casualtics, ® Tk, mashinum fiyures Assune that the
population in the target area wag uawarned; the minfrum,
fimares sesume warniag aad ful} resort-to civil defenso and
Protective niv asures, Ve have founq fairly consistently that
tho initial attacks on JCB fixed targots have fuflicteq casualtios
thiat are four tines greatey thaa the riinfowum DIA astinzates,
Canucquuntly. Wwe have welghtad the DIA estirnates by a factor

‘ - N .
® The szaximurg figura would generally be 10 thinas gvsater than the miningm; }
€.y 109 - 1, 00y, 25X1
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of four for all init{al atrikee on JCS fixed targets and accepted
the DIA eatirnates for all targets uadergoing restrikes. Thus
if & DIA casualty estirate for an initial strike {8 presented as
ranging fropi 12-129, wa would weight the wininuum figurs by
four and sutizate casualtios oy 48, a

by The cutii.ates of anilitary casualides rasulilay from
arraed yeconnalssancy are probally the most unraliable of all
our casually estiisates, Ve have accopted DIA factors for

estln.ating these cusvaltics wiih the wrotion of apeelfic categorivs --
trucis and watereraft «~ ior which the DIA vesights waers reduced

to reflect dnfornation gafned frow, POW reporis

¢} Civilian casualties resulting from arined reconnaiszance
are estinuted only by CIA., Ve cevelop our estiv.ates on aa gli-

source hasis. DIA works sxclusively fron phetography and pilot

Faports, and does not attei st to s atin.ate civillan casualtics
resulting from arnied reconnaissance, . Sloce theso cusualting
Account for the bulk of casualties, the CIA estimates of total
casualties are significantly highor than those of DIA.

Ceorge A, Carver, Jr.
Special Assistant for Vietoamese Affairs

Copy No. 3 - Mr. Sruith, DDI
Copy No, 4 « Mr, Morell, D/ORR
Coyy No. 5 - Mr. Walsh, ORQR
Coylcn 6, 7, 8 and 9 - SAVA
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CHRTRAL ToRiLLICOCE ACKID: k4
. OFFICE OF RLDSARCH AND RaRORTS \
- o b April 1967
MIMOIARAIY FPORy = ,
L4
SURJECT:  Casualtles in Rorth Vietuss
Tng olr campaizn heainst liorth Victman had sccounted for an
coticated 36,000-30,000 casunltiea by the eud of 1966 a8 shova 1o
the {abl.e. Civiliana accounted for over two-thirds of total cssunl-
tles. The pregonderance of civiliss cusualties sre workers at
wilitary installations or workers directly engaged in the rejalr,
malntenanee end operation of the loglsilcs syvton umch'muwm @ili-
axy au;ipliea end pergégonnel into laoca sad South Vietnam.
Zstimated Cagualties Resulting fruo the Bombisg of Rorth Vietnsz,
1965=1:456
1965 - 1966 ot
Clvilians 6:0(‘.‘0 17, 300=-20, 200 23, 900-00, 500
Flxed targset atrikes 8,000 0 2,900
Arwed reconnaiscance _
strikes , 4,000 ’ 17,000~19, 300 21,000-23, 330
MiLitary B 0  b,650 11,850
Pixed target strikes 4,300 500 4,700
Asmed reconnaissonce _ '
strikes 2,500 4,250 7,150
k_moml. 13,200 D0, 50wk, 030 35.750—'»:8.030
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'Althomh civilians huve accounted for Just over two-thirds of

cunulative casualtles sipce the bombing cappalgns began, the composition

example, civilians accounted for about 80 percent of the casualties,

|

I
) i of the casualties has changed radically over time. In 1966, for

‘

! compared witn 45 percent du 1965. Similarly, casualtles rcoulting

} from armed reconnaissance ageinst nilitary auppl'y routes accounted
for Sk percent of the total in 1966, conpared with ealy 52 ercent
in 1965,

The inereass in casualties during 1966 1o a function of the

groving scale of the air campaign, the greater cmphsasis on arued

reconnnigsance agalnst lines of ccmmunication and the selection o a

few fixed tergets located in more heavi;y populated areas. Despite
i the increase in casualties, .hpwver, the aumber per mission has
remained about stable.

The changing nature of the aiyp campeign 1s also epparent in the
statlistices on civilian casualties. Estiimted clvilian casualties
1in 1966 are about three times thosce in 1965. In i966, hovever, jJust

over o percent of civillan casualties resulted fram attacks on Pfixed

targets, whercas in 1965 attacks on fixed targets accounted for one-

third of civilian caswlties.
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